12                    FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
Indeed, the reception with which the party met on the
part of the Government of Bombay, would almost be
enough to make those who might have heard of Sir Garnet's
plan for the Sudan imagine that his mantle must surely
have fallen upon the shoulders of Sir James Ferguson, the
then Governor of Bombay. Not that there was any such
friendly intention on the part of the latter as was the case
with Sir Garnet.
It was only a little band of four Salvationists that
landed at Apollo Bandar in Bombay, on the igth
September, 1882. And yet the effect produced upon the
whole of India could hardly have been exceeded had it
been equal in numbers to the British force at Tel el Kabir.
There was not an English or Vernacular newspaper in
the country which did not publish the story of their landing,
and continue for months to chronicle their doings. Even
the conservative Times of London thought the invasion
of India by The Salvation Army deserving of column-
long cablegrams from the seat of war.
The Press not only reflected the general attitude and
interest of the public, but that of the Government itself,
from the Viceroy in Simla, and the Governors of the
Presidencies and Provinces, to the Magistrates and Police,
who sought for instructions as to how they were to deal
with this novel invasion of the land.
When it was known that The Salvation Army was coming
to India, it was naturally expected that it would land in
such numbers as would somewhat justify its claim to be
regarded as an " Army." But the splendid audacity and
faith of William Booth caused him here, as elsewhere, to
send out so small a force that their presence, or very
existence, might well have been ignored. " Where is
your Army ? " was a frequent question on the part of the
puzzled audiences, who had gathered to witness its arrival,
and who could not believe that the few representatives
before them composed the entire force that was aiming
at such large results.
Nor was there any attempt to make up for lack of num-
bers by profound scholarship, or worldly influence, or wealth*
%The little ^party of Salvationists who landed at Apollo
Bandar consisted only of four persons, three of whom knew